[Proximal ligation of the parent artery for symptomatic tandem stenosis of the extradural internal carotid artery: a case report].
A 72-year-old man suffered blindness due to right central retinal artery occlusion. Cerebral angiography revealed tandem stenosis in the cervical, petrosal and cavernous portions of the right internal carotid artery (ICA). Blood flow from the vertebrobasilar artery via the right posterior communicating artery mainly perfused the right cerebral hemisphere. In addition, significant stenosis was observed in the left cervical carotid artery and the origin of the left vertebral artety. First, the patient underwent left carotid endarterectomy and vertebral artery to subclavian artery transposition. Two months later, ligation of the right ICA at its origin was performed. Postoperative course was uneventful and the patient has not experienced further ischemic events. We suggest that proximal ligation of the parent artery is a useful procedure for medically-refractory extradural ICA stenosis when surgical direct revascularization and percutaneous transluminal angioplasty cannot be performed.